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Does Early Bilingualism Delay the Lexical Development of Both
Languages in Bilingual Infants and Toddlers Compared to Monolinguals?
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[ABTRACT]

The belief that learning two languages from early childhood causes incomplete lexical development in

both languages has become a common opinion in Japan, therefore, this paper will examine the early
research that supported this belief arnlllshow how this position is academically unfounded. With

the aid of more recent research, which has revi se
vocabulary size and changed the standard with which bilinguals and monolinguals are compared, this

pager will show that the lexical development for bilinguals (those who use two languages) are equal to

or surpass monolinguals (those who use one language). This paper concludes that learning English

from early childhood does not delay the lexical developrokddpanese, and suggests that Japanese

parents should not become overly bothered by academically unfounded inforavata@ncould

cause them to give up on early bilingual education for their children.
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Table 1. Historical Review of Studies in Bilingualism
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